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organization was divided into provincial sections, having their
headquarters in the 'county towns'; here, too, the acting Secre-
tary of the provincial group was chosen, not by the students, but
by the Federal Secretary (the provincial head of the Fascist
Party), as were the other members of the Direttorio of the provin-
cial G.U.F.; the appointment had to be approved by the Rector
of the university, wherever there was one, and by the Secretary
of the Party. The members came under the control of the
Secretary of the group in the university town during term time,
and of that of their town of residence during the vacations.
Smaller sections could be set up in any town where there were
at least twenty-five student members (Nuclei Univer$itari)\ female
sections existed wherever there were Fascist women students; in
university towns sections for foreign students could be set up if
there were at least ten of them willing to join. The G.U.F, had
less of a military character than any of the other youth organiza-
tions of the Fascist regime; regimentation and discipline were
not so strict, nor wTas there a special uniform to be worn, apart
from that of the Avanguardista or Party member.
Having absorbed all the other student organizations, the
G.U.F. had a very wide range of activities; some were com-
pletely new in the life of the students, and these were mainly
the political ones, directed by non-student bodies; others were
altered, especially those which required the initiative of indivi-
duals and small groups, as the c goliardic' ceremonies and amuse-
ments, newspapers, and debating societies. Military activities
were not much in evidence in the G.U.F., and were left to the
military authorities and the Fascist Militia, which included some
special battalions of University Militia, and organized pre-
military instruction for the young people, both students and
non-students. Nor was there any kind of physical training
obligatory on all members, as in the Avanguardisti and Fascist
Youth. The proper activities of the G.U.F. could be grouped
under four headings: sports, assistance, politics, and culture.
Although it wras the moral duty of all members to take an active
part in all these activities, nobody was really compelled to take
part in any, except in some of the political ones. Some attempts
on the part of the G.U.F. and the Fascist Party through them
to have a direct say in the administration of the universities them-
selves succeeded only to a small extent.
The activities connected with sports, games, and physical
training were the most prominent. Almost all the football clubs,
swimming and rowing societies (Rari Nantes, etc.), and sports
groups, which existed before the foundation of, or side by side
with, tie G.U.F., continued and some of them largely increased